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Marine Le Pen’s far right Front National gained 1,200 council seats.

GEX The disastrous showing of
France's socialists against the
conservative “blue wave” could
lessen the threat of President
Francois Hollande’s government
to impose new constraints on
foreign residents, including
Swiss.

It also promises to promote greater
transparency in the way local councils

arerun. Faced with theloss of more than
150 major towns, primarily to the con-
servative opposition, Hollande will need
toshowthatheisnot ‘deaf” tovoter con-
cerns. In neighbouring France, both
Ferney-Voltaire and St Julien-en-
Genevois switched to respective conser-
vative  and  centrist  coalitions.
Annemasse, a traditional left-wing
stronghold, remained unchanged, while
Annecy re-elected its right UDI-UMP

council. Elections for the country’s more
than 36,000 mayors, are often a means
for expressing discontent with the ruling
party. Not only did 38.5% of French not
go to the polls, but Marine Le Penss far
right Front National (FN) gained at least
11 municipalities and 1,200 council
seats.

Many ballots are seen as “frustration” or
“punishment” votes for the way
Hollande, whose Continued on page 2
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This Week in Switzerland

An agreement to enforce cooperation

between the European Space
Agency and CERN was signed
inGeneva in the presence of State
Secretary Mauro Dell’ Ambrogio.
The two organizations, pioneers in
their respective areas of research, will
work in synergy to improve their effi-
ciency and competitiveness at the
international level and develop new
innovative materials, for instance
for use in extreme environmental con-
ditions.

Following the sentencing of 529
members of  the Muslim
Brotherhood to death in Egypt,
Switzerland has stated that it is
unlikely to return CHF 700 million in
frozen assets stashed in Swiss banks.
The money is thought to have been
stolen by ex-president Hosni
Mubarak and was subsequently fro-
zen by Swiss authorities in 2011.
Though Switzerland plans to return
the money, it must make sure that
human rights are respected before
proceeding with negotiations.

From 2015 onwards, the Swedish fash-
ion retailer H&M will increase its
hourly pay to CHF 22 in Swiss shops,
taking the minimum wage for an
employee working 42 hours per week
to CHF 4000.In an effort toattractand
retain the best possible staff, German
supermarket chain Lidl has also
raised the minimum wage paid to its
employees to the samelevel.

The IPCCss fifth report paints a dire
picture for the future. On top of
increased flooding in Europe and
Asia, Africa willhave to deal with ever-
more severe water scarcity.
Agricultural yields are predicted tode
crease, increasing migratory trends
around the world. Often defined asa
threat-multiplier, changing weather
trends could lead to violent conflict
in certainregionsif mitigationis
impossible.

The number of people who ended
their lives via the assisted-suicide
organization Exitrose to 459in 2013,
100 more than in 2012. Since 2008, the
average age of those ending their lives
has increased by three years, from 74
to 77.In Switzerland, assisted suic

ide has been legal since the 1940s, as
long as patients carry out the act
themselves. The other main organiza-
tion operating on Swiss soil is
Dignitas.

The 25th session of the UN Human
Rights Council, opened on 3 March
2014 by the Swiss President Didier
Burkhalter, adopted a resolution pro-
posed by Switzerland about protec-
tion of human rights during peaceful
demonstrations. Criticism was made
by Swityerland and 27 other countries
about security forces'extensive use of
violence during demonstrations in
Egypt. The Council also discussed the
human rights situation in Syria, North
Korea, Myanmar, the Central African
Republic, SriLanka, Iran, Mali and the
Israeli-occupied Palestinian territory.

French elections

Continued front page 1

popularity is at a record low, has been
managing the economy. On Monday,
official figures showed that France had
only reduced its public deficit to 4.3%,
rather than the 4.1% promised. The
European Union, which granted Parisa
two-year extension, is demanding 3%
bythe end 0of2015.

While the FN has done well in small
towns in the south of France, it did not
achieve the surge some had predicted.
It failed to gain a single mayoraltyin the
Haute-Savoie despite high expecta-
tionsin places such as Cluses.

“The French are fed up with Hollande’s
pie-in-the-sky promises” noted a UMP
frontalier with a Swiss company in
Vaud. “People want jobs and less red
tape.” For the Rhone-Alpes region, con-
tinued access to the Geneva area’s job
marketis crucial. Thereisalso the hope
that Hollande may be forced to renege
on plans to impose new inheritance
taxes, including on resident assets in
Switzerland. This has already had a
profound impact on foreign-owned

properties throughout France, result-
ing in a noticeable slow-down of local
construction and other services.

One key aspect is that EU citizens, who
can vote and stand in local elections,
took part so strongly. French mayors
are among the most powerful in
Europe with numerous municipalities
over the past decades indulgingin con-
flicts of interest, favouritism and cor-
ruption.

According to Judith Hebert, the new
mayor of Grilly in the Pays de Gex,
voted in as part of a “non-political”
council (nine women and six men),
“people want to have a say in the way
things arerun. Theywant transparency
and informed debate” The previous
regime sought to hide real-estate pro-
jectswith obscurenotices orafailureto
highlight them on the communal web-
site. “We're not against development,
but we want to retain our rural atmos-
pherewithinitiatives that make sense”.

Edward Girardet

Accordingto Federal Statistical Office,
latest figures show bankruptcy
increased by 3.9% in 2013 with 12,478
proceedings opened under the
Federal Act on Debt Collection and
Bankruptcy. At the same time, finan-
cial losses resulting from bankruptcy
settlements declined by almost CHF
330 million in 2013, reaching the low-
estlevel since 1994.

A fisherman caught a piranha in the
river Aar, near Miinsingen in the can-
ton of Bern. According to cantonal
experts, this is not the first time this
exotic fish has been seen in the area,
and the main cause is possibly tour-
ists from Brazil carrying specimensin
their bags before getting rid of them
into Bernese river. This predator,
whichlivesin schools, seems to be get-
ting acclimatized and is multiplying
quickly.
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Editor's comment

Hedgehogs, wolves and
climate change

ollowinglastyear’s
F disastrous spring, our

current warm weather has
beenmarred by this week’s UN
Intergovernmental Climate
Change report warning of more
extreme conditions and food
insecurity unless we take action.
NormallyIrelyon the disappear-
ingmountain snows to herald the
advent of spring, coupled with that other more unfortunate
indication, the number of hedgehogs emerging from hiberna-
tionkilled on the roads. Even the exciting glimpses ofalone
wolfin the Jurahave not mitigated the strident nature of this
newIPCCalert.

The 772 scientists involved maintain that we have only a few
years to reduce carbon emissions to avoid catastrophe. Sea-
level rises and temperature shifts are already disruptinghuman
life and ecosystems with wildfires in North America, the spread
ofdiseasein Africaand decreased food production in South
America. Inthe Alps, climate change s altering the composi-
tion of permafrost that holds rocks together. Mountaineers say
thatitis nolonger safe to do mixed summer climbing on snow
andice as glaciersretreat and snow-bridges disappear. All this
affects tourism, economic infrastructure and agriculture.

Ourresponse has tobeimmediate. Genevois are proposing
that city transportbe free to reduce car use. But there will have
tobeafar greater, more integrated approach, including cycle
paths, accessible Park & Ride areas, and cheaper rail travel.
Why should it costless for two people to drive from Lausanne to
Paris than take the train? This is where more effective outreach
iscrucial. Sowhynot use the revenue from traffic fines to fund
better public awareness?

Edward Girardet, Editor@lenews.ch

Geneva councillor reassures
expats

GENEVA Expats living in the region received assurances from
Genevas’s State Councillor for the Economy, Pierre Maudet, that
theresults of the 9 February vote against mass immigration will
not affect those already living or working in Switzerland. Nearly
300 expatriates, many long-timeresidents in Switzerland, came
to the Hotel Metropole on 26 March to attend an event organ-
ized by the Geneva social website glocals.com to hear what the
vote mightimply.

Glocals founder Nir Ofek said they decided to convene the
event after their website was flooded with alarmed comments
from members.

Maudet told the audience, “I will fight for the rights of for-
eign residents.” He noted that currentlaws remain in effect dur-
ingthethree-yeartransition period provided in theinitiative. He
also said there has been a huge wave of renewals of B and C per-
mits as well as requests for full naturalization.

Pamela Taylor

Delays for CEVA

The CEVA railway project
linking Cornavin in
Geneva to Annemasse
has been delayed as
engineering
complications hinder the
construction of the
Champel tunnel.

Expected to be setback by 21
months, the predicted 2017
completion of the project now
seems unattainable. Both the
Champel and Pinchat tunnels
are central to the successful
completion of the develop-
ment which, despite delays, is
still respecting the initial
budget of CHF 1.567 billion.
The confederation is covering
55% of the costs with the
remaining 45% covered by
Geneva canton.

French side construction
is expected to cost EUR 234
million, and will span over two
of the total 16 kilometres.
Swiss concerns, however, go
beyond engineering techni-
calities and cost-disparities.

CEVA is described as the hyphen between Geneva and Annemasse

The new Geneva State
Councillor for Transport, Luc
Barthassat, favours installing
the future maintenance centre
on the French side in the
Haute-Savoy village of Velleiry.
This would benefit the Zurich-
based train  constructor
Stadler Rail. Right-wing par-
ties have been quick off the
mark to define such a proposal
as scandalous given that finan-

cial benefits emanating from
the 15,000 m2 complex are
expected to create 300jobs and
will benefit France as opposed
to Geneva. Potential worker
strikes are also a concern for
Swiss lobbyists who see the
move as an affront to their
interests.

Christopher Woodburn

Champ-Dollon therapy for women

Visitors to the Terres d'Islam
exhibit at Genevas Ariana
Museum are in for a double
treat. The main exhibit is a
breath-taking collection of
ceramic and tile work from the
ancient and new Arab world,
much of it from Persia/Iran.
And just inside the entrance is
a beautiful wall of tiles, made
by female prisoners at the
Champ-Dollon maximum
security prison in Puplinge,
notorious for its overcrowded
conditions for male prisoners.
Women evidently fare better
here, especially those able to
take part in a project created
by local ceramic artist Anouk
Gressot in 2001. The project

aims to give women in trouble
a chance to find redemption
through art and tolearn a skill.
Gressot said that the
women do not work for money
or fame, but for themselves. “It
is not only rehabilitation but
also a chance to find out what
they can do and to express
themselves” Their mural of
perforated tiles covered with a
turquoise glaze and set into
mirrorsisnotthe women’s first
work on display at the Ariana.
“We have participated in art
exhibits from Egypt to
Colombia and Australia. This
time we happily joined one
aboutIslamicart.”
Cristina Odero and Pamela Taylor
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National

Vote on stopping mass immigration

LAUSANNE A recent informal
Le News poll seeking to
determine the attitudes of
readers regarding the 9
February referendum indicated
that a third would vote to stop
mass immigration.

Respondents were first asked for their
nationality: (Swiss; EU; Other) and then
asked: “Your vote: stop mass immigra-
tioninto Switzerland? Yes/No”.

The results (see table) initially
appeared counter-intuitive. While the
majority (65%) of all foreign respon-

Poll highlights

All foreign respondents (EU and
Other) voted “Yes” more often than
Swiss respondents.

Non-EU respondents voted “Yes”
more than actual Swiss voters in
Vaud and Geneva.

Only 25% of Swiss respondents
voted “Yes” — half that of the actual
national Swiss vote.

140 readers responded to the
survey. While every effort has been
made to ensure the veracity of the
results in this report, Le News does
not claim that this survey is an
accurate representation of readers’
attitudes.

Le News poll - foreign: Other

Le Mews poll - foreign: EU

Le News poll - foreign: EU + Other
Le News poll - Swiss

Le Mews poll - total

Real Vaud result

Real Geneva result

Real National result

dents stated that they would have
voted ‘No, those who said they would
have supported the ban made up a
higher percentage than those of Swiss
origin who voted likewise in the poll.

“I'mOK, I'm in, so let’s
close the door now.”

Forty-three percent of foreign,
non-EUrespondentsvoted Yes’ -4 per-
centage points more than the 39% of
Swiss voters in Vaud and Geneva cast

43.2%

56.8%

| 34.8% 65.2%

25.0% 75.0%

i 38.9% 61.1%

| 39.1% 60.9%

| 50.3% 49.7%
H Yes m No

“Yes’ ballots in the referendum on 9
February.

The referendum affects only Swiss
- EU immigration, so respondents
from other countries may not feel the
issueis of particularrelevance to them.
This begs the question as to whether
their high level of support for the ban is
anindicator of strongintegration, or, as
some commentators believe, it is due
to foreigners adopting an attitude of
“I'm OK, I'm in, so let’s close the door
now. One British reader, a recently

naturalized Swiss who participated in
the poll favouring a “Yes’ vote, privately
acknowledged that she was not against
immigration per se, but felt that
Switzerland was becoming too over-
crowded. Another,an American citizen
living here for nearly two decades,
thought the ‘Yes' vote should be
directed more at non-skilled “second-
tier” Europeans, notably from Eastern
Europe.

Le News

Switzerland’s terrorism security dilemma

The involvement of Swiss citizens in
terrorist or foreign insurgent activities
may not be a new phenomenon -
scores of Swiss took part in the Spanish
civil war during the 1930s - but num-
bers are growing according to intelli-
gencereports. On 20 March a Swiss citi-
zen, originally from Kosovo, killed
three people in Turkey before being
apprehended. With conflicts in coun-
tries such as Afghanistan, Iraq, Somalia
and Syria attracting ever-more eclectic
groups of outsiders, Switzerland is
finding itself increasingly involved in
international predicaments that have
little to do with its interests. Reports
show that the Turkish attack may not
be a one-off. The number of Swiss pass-
port holders tracked by the confedera-
tion’s secret services has increased 20-
fold since2011.

Switzerland may have to redefine
its policy for dealing with home-grown
terrorism, a phenomenon affecting
other European countries. Legally
speaking, Switzerland is behind many
of its EU counterparts given that it has
almost no anti-terrorism laws.
Terrorism is not considered a Swiss
“thing”, despite growing right-wing
anti-immigrantrhetoric. Nor does con-
servative discourse help an otherwise
relatively successful integration proc-
ess, compared to the Muslim ghettosin
France or the UK providing ardent
recruits, some of them European, for
extremist causes. Intelligence reports
estimate that a dozen Islamic Swiss
combatants are involved in fighting in
Syria.

Christopher Woodburn

Switzerland may have to define its policy for dealing with home-grown terrorists.
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Indian complaints

The Swiss finance minister,
Eveline Widmer-Schlumpf, has
received a letter from her Indian
counterpart complaining about
an alleged lack of cooperation
over funds stashed by Indian
citizens in Switzerland'’s banks.

finance ministry spokesman
A;onﬁrmed to the
onntagszeitung newspaper

that the letter had arrived and that the
Indian finance minister would get a
reply “soon”.

Palaniappan Chidambaram wrote
to Widmer-Schlumpf on March 13,
stating that Switzerland had failed to
provide administrative assistance in
an investigation into suspected tax
evasion.

According to the Sonntagszeitung,
theIndians arebelieved tobelookingat
782 names culled from a list of HSBC
clients provided to foreign authorities
by former bank employee Hervé
Falciani.

Swiss finance minister, Eveline Widmer-
Schlumpf.

The Indians have been frustrated
by the perceived lack of cooperation,
especially after Widmer-Schlumpf
rebuffed their request last year. The
finance minister stuck to her guns in
January, stating that assistance could
not be provided on the basis of stolen
data.

“Switzerland’s refusal to provide
information to India and other coun-
tries on the grounds that the source of

the information requested is based on
‘stolen data’ means that, in practice,
Switzerland still believes in bank
secrecy and is therefore not in tune
with the modern era,” Chidambaram
wrote in the letter, whose contents
werereleased to the Indian media a few
daysago.

The Indian finance minister
threatened to take his complaints to
the G20, whose leaders declared in
2009 that the “era of bank secrecy is
over.’

Given that the G20 has accepted
that that sanctions can be imple-
mented to protect public finances and
financial systems, Chidambaram
warned that if information was to be
denied to India under Double Taxation
Avoidance Convention with
Switzerland, “the Government of India
will be constrained to take a position in
the global forum.”

The letter’s contents were revealed
as India readies itself for general elec-
tionsin May.

Swissinfo

Basel World

Basel World, the world'slargest watch-
making and jewellery fair, takes place
this week. Organisers report that they
are hosting 3,500 exhibitors and wel-
coming over 100,000 visitors.
Addressing the press, Francois
Thiébaud, President of the Swiss
Exhibitors' Committee maintained
that overall the Swiss watch industry
in 2013 recorded an increase in
exports of 1.9% to CHF 22 bn. The
Swiss watch industry has seen mas-
sive growth in recent years, especially
in China which has proved highly
receptive to Swiss luxury products. In
thelastyear,however, therehasbeena
12.1%reductioninsalesin the country
as the government’s anti-corruption
measures have taken effect.

Publicitas sold off

Vaud-based Publigroupe has
announced the sale of its advertising
sales arm, Publicitas, to Aurelius for
more than CHF 10 million.

Insight

Fusion: Creating a star

LAUSANNE Switzerland is
punching above its weight in its
participation in a project to
build the world’s largest fusion
reactor.

The project known as ITER, for
International Thermonuclear
Experimental Reactor, is expected to
demonstrate the scientific and techno-
logical feasibility of fusion on earth. It
will be the first of two steps, the second
one being DEMO (Demonstration
power plant), leading to the long-
awaited jump from fusion experiments
to a full-scale electricity-producing
power plant sometime in 2050.
Switzerland’s participation, both
financial and research, makes it one of
the largest fusion players in Europe.
“Switzerland’s contribution is propor-
tionally larger than its size in quality
and quantity, maintained Ambrogio
Fasoli, director of the EPFLs plasma
research centrein Lausanne.
Europeitselfhasamuchlargerpart
of the fusion programme than the US.
In fact, the EU is contributing 45% of
the costs with the other six parties add-

ing 9% each. The seven ITER partners
include the EU, China, Japan, India,
Russia, South Korea and the US.
Switzerland is considered part of the
EU partnership viathe Euratom.

“We have one of the most impor-
tant Tokamak experiments in the
world; Fasoliadded, explaining that,in
the simplest terms, a Tokamakis a cage
using magnetic fields to trap plasma
and confine it long enough to produce
energy. The results obtained in the
Swiss experiment will be used to opti-
mize the operation of ITER, the largest
Tokamak reactor ever built, currently
under construction in southern France
and expected to go online by the next
decade.

Fusion technology is often con-
fused with fission, a misconception
used by politicians reluctant to spend
the billions needed for fusion reactors
and to abandon less expensive energy
projectssuchasfracking. “Whatweare
trying to do is produce and tame a little
star here on earth in order to obtain vir-
tually limitless energy with no environ-
mental harm,” said Fasoli. And despite
its lesser contribution, James Van Dam

of the US Department of Energy was
adamant about fusion’simportance. “Tt
is 14 million times more efficient than
coal, 7 million times more efficient
than oil and 4 million times more effi-
cient than nuclear fission”

It is the clean aspect of fusion that
should prove of publicinterest. Nuclear
fission produces highly radioactive
particles, while fusion creates only cre-
ates low-level radioactive elements,
restricted to the reactor’s structure,
and is a naturally occurring, unlimited
phenomenonlike the sun and stars.

Last May, at an EPFL conference on
the plasma centre’s progress thus far,
EPFL Vice-President Philippe Gillet
said: “Following the 2011 Fukushima
nuclear reactor disaster, Switzerland
has confirmed its commitment to
fusion research while gradually step-
ping out of nuclear fission.” Part of the
EPFL projectincludes training nuclear
engineers to safely decommission
nuclear fission facilities.

The EPFL project has the full sup-
port of Bern, despite some grumblings
in German-speaking cantons that such
animportant centreislocatedin Suisse

The fusion fuel is contained in a doughnut-
shaped vessel - the world’s largest
tokamak.

Romande. Fasoli, an Italian physicist
from Milan, who was at Oxford and
MIT before joining EPFL, believes it
makes sense to concentrateresearchin
one place “rather than have one centre
eachin Zurich, Bern and Lausanne. But
we try to involve the others as much as
we can,” he said. No one knows pre-
cisely how much the ITER project will
cost. Estimates range between $10 and
$20 billion as a result of raw material
price increases and design changes.
ITER is the most expensive scientific
experiment in the world and, like the
Large Hadron Collider at CERN, it is a
projectwithoutend. Pamela Taylor
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American universities: Conquering

the SATSs

With few exceptions, Scholastic
Assessment Tests (SATs) are
required by all students,
regardless of nationality, for
entry into any university in the
United States. Here are some
thoughts on how to prepare.

ven if you have got the
Elnternational Baccalaureate,
Swiss Maturité, or British A-
Levels, you need to take the SATs in
order to apply for an American univer-
sity. These are based on an assessment
of both knowledge and problem-solv-
ing ability and skills, with roughly 30%
of questions the former and 70% the
latter. The exam itself is made up of
three sections: reading, writing and
mathematics, with each marked out of
800 points. The total highest score is
2,400 for the entire paper.
Students between the ages of 16 to

18 (years 11 to 13) can take SATs at spe-
cific times of the year, and with several
tries. This is comforting if your first
attemptis notyour best. However, bear
in mind that universities will often ask
to see all of your test results, so it is best
not to sit the exams unprepared or for
practice.

Given that each university has its
own entrance requirements, the SATs
offer no standard pass or fail. Many US
institutions will accept an average 65%,
but Harvard and other Ivy League uni-
versities will push for up to 90% as their
minimum. This means that an average
of 450 points per section is sufficient
for students to be admitted to many
universities. However, good prepara-
tion can help provide an additional 50
points per section, which may prove
enough to get into the more competi-
tive colleges. There are more compli-
cated score breakdowns for admis-
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Good SAT scores alone may not prove sufficient for some universities.

sions in different places, so it is
important tobe aware of the full spread
of results required by your chosen uni-
versity.

Depth of knowledge does not usu-
ally constitute a stumbling block. Most
students of a reasonable intellectual
ability can tackle the comprehension
and mathematics involved with their
existing vocabulary and other skills.
Nevertheless, two key factors can help
decide between a high mark and an
average-to-low result: firstly, knowing
the most efficient ways for interpreting
and solving questions; and secondly,
mastering time pressure. These are
skills that can be learned, primarily
through specialist coaching and prac-
tise. Even adding a few marks to a con-
sistently good average score through a
better grasp of the format, or the style
and tricks of the papers, can boost your
chances for gettingyou where youwant
to go, notably the best university on
your list.

Intheory, the SATsrepresentevery-
thing you need in order to be consid-
ered by an American university. Yet US-
based students willbe completing their
High School Diploma before sitting
SATs if they plan to attend college. The
reality is that the most prestigious US
universities will also be looking for
proof of aptitude in specific subjects.
The all-round green light alone that
good SAT scores can offer may not
prove sufficient. The admissions’
boards will most probably look at the
results of your other exams, such as the
SAT II, APs (in the American system),
the IB Diploma, A-Levels or the Swiss
Maturité.

So when selecting which exams
you will be sitting in your final two
years of school, be aware that a good
SAT score may get your application
looked at. But the more challenging
final-year courses coupled with extra-
curricular activities, such as voluntary
work, theatre or sports, could prove
your ultimate worth. In this competi-
tive market, you need all the validation
you can get.

More and more, the American
College Testing (ACT) is being
accepted and recognized in place of
SATs across the US. As a result, you will
need to consider the differences
between these two exam systems when
deciding which one is more likely to
lead to success. For example, SAT
wrong answers take away points, so
guessing does not help. ACT, on the
other hand, does not penalize. The
structures of the two papers are also
different: the SATs consist of ten short
sections in place of the four long ACT
ones; a third of the SAT reading section
tests vocabulary, whereas the reading
section in the ACTs is based on under-
standing the meaning of passages. All
these differences can have important
consequences. Students with learning
difficulties who qualify for extra time,
for example, often fare better sitting
ACTs because further time is more
valuable when completing compre-
hension-based questions, even in the
scientific sections.

Preparationis everything!

International Schools In Switzerland
Magazine
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To text or not to text — that is the question...

So we asked it. And this is what
we learned:

I'see lots of people nowadays who have
made socializing through mobile
phones an integral part of their daily
routine. Frequency is no longer the
issue—24/7 use is. Be it when watching
TV, doing homework or chatting to
friends, I think teenagers especially
seem to have developed an innate abil-
ity to communicate with real people
while simultaneously staying in tune
with their virtual contacts. I believe a
few technology-free sanctuaries still
exist: the dinner table (allegedly!), the
classroom (hopefully!) and planes
(theoretically!). Bewildered elder
brother

For me the most selfish use of
mobile phones is by pram-pushing
mothers who walk around with those
tinny white headphones jammed into
their ears. They can’t talk or interact
with their infant whose main source of
learning is from their mothers. It’s a
tragic badge of lazy stupidity and self-
ishness. Mr Grumpy

Smart phones have become the
new third and four wheels. Or rather
the new 475th, 678th and 234th wheels

depending on how many Facebook
friends you have. Having a mobile
phone at the table, over dinner or cof-
fee, buzzing, beeping and flashing is so
annoying! Even though I'want to throw
myphoneinacup of coffee every timeit
beepsIam guilty of the same - youhave
to keep up with everyone else’s pace of
life. #viciouscircle

Ireckon the most self-deluded peo-
pleontheplanetare those who saythey
can text, email etc. while fully engaging
in conversation with someone in per-
son. Half the people I see (and almost
all I bump into) in the street can’t even
walk and do this at the same time.
Olivier

Groups of friends in restaurants all
on their phones and ignoring each
other is pretty sad. Live for the
moment! Paulo

Agree or
disagree?

“People now spend more time
looking at their mobile phone than
at their loved one”: Agree or
disagree?

Is mobile omnipresence a necessary
evil? Yes or no?

Vote at www.lenews.ch/poll

Send us your mobile phone-related
pet peeves to editor@lenews.ch!

Let there be light

LAUSANNE Thanks to LEDsafari,
you can try your hand at making your
own DIY solar lamp at a workshop at
EPFL. Using only five electrical compo-
nents, the lamp can be assembled by
anyone without any technical knowl-
edge and is easy to repair. It costs $2 to
make - instead of the $2 per week to
fuel a kerosene lamp - which means it
the cheapest solarlamp available.

To increase trust in the lamp,
LEDsafari has developed a specific
training method which, combined with
a community approach, gives people a
real understanding of sustainability
and thebasicknowledge tobuild asolar
lamp fromlocally available material.

The project started in India, where
almost 30 people were trained. After
improvements were made following
feedback, a second pilot project was

run in Kenya and Tanzania. Around a
hundred people attended, including
unemployed youth, women and school
children.

The five organizers — all under 30 -
are passionate about sustainabilityand
hope that participants will become
part of the LEDsafari community and
organize a workshop themselves when
next theyare on holidayin an emerging
market. What are your plans this sum-
mer?

The workshop is at EPFL on Sunday
13 Aprilfrom 10h00to 15h00. Cost: CHF 5
to attend, CHF 30 if you want to take the
lamp home. All proceeds will go towards
LEDsafari activities in Africa and India.
To register, e-mail
LEDsafari@gmail.com by 9 April.
http://ledsafari.com/events

SIMPLY THEATRE
PRODUCTIONS
PRESENT

A new magic
show from the
minds of

BEN HART

b, . X
\\‘3 X C{'\Ov\'s
)

S ?“ X

>

e

Directed by ANTHONY OWEN

3rd-4th MAY 2013

Simply Theatre Studios, Main House
Avenue de Choiseul, Versoix

www.simplytheatre.com
022 860 0518
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Lavaux: A rich wine heritage

The Lake Geneva region boasts
a proud wine tradition, with the
native Chasselas grape taking
centre stage.

enefiting from the area’s temper-
B ate climate, soil composition
and southern-facing slopes,
Lavaux’s vineyards are indeed unique -
aworld heritage site, in fact, since 2007.
When passing along the precariously
steep terraces looking out onto the
Alps, it’s easy to understand the acco-
lade for such a viticultural treasure.
Blaise Duboux, a 17th-generation wine
producer whose family started the
trade in 1453, feels a deep attachment
to the earth he cultivates. “For produc-
ers such as myself, it’s not about com-
peting with France or Italy. Lavaux
offers a product which is inimitable
because of certain climatic and geo-
graphic factors compounded by the
region’s winemaking history, he said.
For these small family businesses,
competing with larger firms is point-

L

Lavaux vines benefit from what locals call the “three suns”

less. “Everything is done by hand,
emphasized Duboux, who sees wine as
a product made to be shared. Defying
gravity, his vineyards benefit from what
locals call the “three suns”, a unique
symbiosis of natural sunlight, absorbed

heat from the 400km of dry-stone walls,
and the sun reflected from the lake.
Duboux’s clients visit his terroir to take
in the landscape and the history - a
dying trend in an increasingly mecha-
nized and impersonal market. “Many of

my clients are Anglophones,” added
Duboux, who speaks English, Italian,
German and French. As he said, it’s all
about sharing.

Christopher Woodburn
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RIB WITH BONE FOR

ROASTING OR GRILLING - Source : France

Category and racial type indicated af place of sale

GARIGUETTE R
STRAWBERRIES

Category 1. Source : France
Punnet of 250 g.

or 1,95€ per puﬁe
or 7.80€ per kilo

DANONE VELOUTE FRUIX

From France. Combination of red fruits and yellow fruits

Box of 8 pots of 125 g
Tkg:3.33CHF or 2,49 €

beer, ciders, wine & champagne: limited to 6).

or 10,90€ per kilo

*For a selection of products indicated in the shop The immediate reductions on MK
Formula™ are limited to 6 per product, per offer and per household, to 3 for alcoholic drin

.49 CHF per kilo

" )3

THE BATCH

CHF
.3or1,72¢

0r 1,74 € instead of 2, Lé €-Orperkg:1,74€

BUY N THE BATL‘H >
o CHF
2 40 98 or1,49€ 40 .18 or1,64¢

0r 2,98 € instead of 4,98 € Orperkg: 1,49 €

.98 CHF

0r19.88 CHF per kilo or 14,95

é)er 100g

er kilo

COCKTAILS OF THE WORLD
TROPICANA

Pure juice - Combinations Mango / Pineapple /
Kaki and Banana / Pear / Soursop

1L bottle : 3.64 CHF or 2,74 €

CHF

BUY
1 .54 or191€

0r 1,91 € instead of 2,74 € - Or per litre : 1,91 €

0r 3,28 €instead of 5,48 € - Or per litre : 1,64 €

THE BATCH UNIT
BUY G BUY CHF
VEImnmg 3 .66 or1,25¢ 3 820137 |
s lexcept o A
P 0r3,73 € instead of 7,47 €- Or per kg : 1,24 € 0r4,11 € instead 0f8,22€ - Or per litre : 1,37 €

M‘i __
a"’m‘i?

E RAMATUELLE
EAUX VAROIS
PROVENCE". 1,5 bottle

19.28 CH

per hottle
or14,50€ per bottle

1.33CHF. The rate may change according to the shop. Non contractual photos, presentation

(1) Alcohol abuse is dangerous to health. Consume in moderation.

Exchange rate used: 1€

Carrefour
market

f \ mmw 00 33 450 170 050

®

Mondays to Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sundays from 8.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

Avenue du Crétd’eau
01220 DIVONNE LES BAINS
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Confused by hotel stars?

GENEVA Whether travelling for
business or pleasure, trying to
figure out Europe’s hotel star
category system (often confused
with the stringent Michelin
restaurant stars) can leave many
scratching their heads in
confusion.

Switzerland was the first to institute a
non-government form of hotel classifi-
cation in 1979; this greatly influenced
similar systems in Austria and
Germany. In 2010, the European
Hotelstars Union was created to har-
monize the various rating guides. It
currently has 15 members, including
Switzerland - but not France.

Stars are normally awarded in
ascending order depending on room
size, view, noise and location. Critics
say the system penalizes smaller, older
hotels that may lack a critical element
such as an elevator - perhaps one rea-
son France hasnotjoined Hotelstars.

According to Hotelstars, every

room in a one-star hotel must have a
private bathroom, TV and public
access to a telephone. In France, the
focus is on room size (more than 9m2,
excluding bathroom), while lift access
isonlyrequired for higher floors.

At the upper end, a “superior” rat-
ing for a four-star hotel is for amenities
such as a sauna or gym. These are not

Hotel star criteria

mentioned in the five-star rating, but
probably taken for granted. The main
perk of a five-star hotel continues to be
its appearance. On this the French go
one better, having introduced, in 2012,
a “Palace” category within its five-star
rating for “buildings of prestige”. If you
have to ask, you can’t afford it.

Pamela Taylor

European Hotelstars ratings:

* Private bathroom, TV, breakfast,
table, chair, soap, telephone access

*** Bilingual staff, drinks available in
room, internet access, heater in
bathroom, hair dryer

**+xx Multilingual staff, 24-hour
room service, PC/internet in room,
safe, valet parking, minibar, ironing
service, personal care products,
flowers or gift in room

French government ratings:

* Room at least 9m2, continental
breakfast, public or private bathroom

*** Room at least 13.5m2 including
private bathroom, internet access,
separate hotel salon

**xxk Room at least 24m2, A/C, room
service, TV with international
channels, plus a variety of extras such
as minibar, bathrobes and safe

WORLD TRADE CENTER

LAUSANNE

We take care You take care
of BUSINESS of PLEASURE

BUROTELS
VIRTUAL OFFICES

CO-WORKING, FULL OR PART TIME SOLUTIONS

Turn-Key ! All-Inclusive { No investments / Fully equipped offices
Flexible rental contracts / Free access to meeting rooms
Personalized talephone answering

World Trade Center Lausanne

+41 21 641 11 11 » www.wic.ch » info@wtc.ch

Spring Fever

50%
off all Ads*

in our 10 April 2014 issue

Take up this one-time
offer to reach our
40,000 readers.

Contact us for a personalised offer

advertising@lenews.ch

*conditions apply

Cave de la Crausaz Féchy

Féchy AOC La Céte Blanc
Cave de la Crausaz

70 cl.

CHF 7050

(+ CHF -.40
glass deposit)

Direct cellar
sales

Chemin de la Crausaz 3

Direct sales at the winery

Cellars open every day

Mon-Fri 7.00-12.00 / 13.00-18.00
Saturday 8.00-12.00 / 14.00-17.00

021 808 53 54

www.cavedelacrausaz.ch
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Playing the game: Integrating
through sports

GENEVA When my American wife
and I first arrived in Geneva, one of our
principal concerns was how to ensure
that our four-year-old daughter would
learn French and fitin. We sent her toa
Swiss Montessori school where most of
the kids seemed to converse in two or
three languages. The teachers spoke
French, but what was missing was con-
tact with thelocal community.

A year later, we moved to France.
We immediately placed her in the vil-
lage school - one of our best decisions
ever — and signed her up for various
activities, such as music and dance, at
thelocal community centre. She began
meeting new friends, most of them
French-speaking. Even when she
moved on to the International Lycée in
Ferney-Voltaire, she continued doing
communal activities such as modern
dance which brought her into contact
with youngpeople fromtheregion. Our

Cessy playing in Annecy.

car was always full of girls switching
from English to French depending on
which boyfriend they were talking

a test run without engagement.

CHUARD MOTOS SARL
84 Rue de Lyon, 1203 Geneve

BMW TURN ON THE MOTORCYCLE SEASON

With 160 hp and an attractive price from CHF 14’900.—, The unique Naked Bike
S 1000 R ABS is one of our many surprises for the new motorcycle season.
To know how the summer of 2014 will be hot, we recomend you to performe

chuard-motos.ch

about.

Chaard Mortmy Saet @

CHUARD MOTOS CRISSIER SARL
12 Chemin de Saugy, 1023 Crissier

Bythe time our son came along, we
knew exactly what to do. He, too, went
to thevillage school, butalsojoined the
local football association. Many of his
mates were French, but also Italian,
Portuguese,  English,  American,
German and Canadian. “The amazing
thing about this region is that it is
extremely diverse, notes Jean-
Christophe Leboulanger, a volunteer
coach with Cessy-Gex, which runs a
good half dozen teams for different
ages. “Football is highly popular so we
draw a lot of young people of different
nationalities. They all speak French
together. It's amazing to see how they
improve as they grow up.” Rugby is also
popular, and most French towns and
villages offer anything from judo and
tennis to cycling, basketball and bad-
minton.

“Local sports clubs are a great way
to keep children active,) maintains
Sarah Russell, whose two children play
local football. “The French clubs are
especially good value - considerably
cheaper than Swiss ones - although
each of the parents gets to wash the
entire teams football kit every few
weeks. The Swiss clubs contract this
out!”

Like other parents, we find our-
selves taking and picking up kids from
practices and matches around the
Rhone-Alpes region. This may disrupt
many a weekend, but you get to know
the community as well as new parts of
France. You cannot imagine the num-
ber of tournaments that take place in
the depths of Ain or the Haute Savoie.
Since Switzerland has a different foot-
ball association, only occasionally do

the French teams play “friendlies” with
nearby Swiss villages, which is a pity
given their proximity.

Now almost 14, our son goes to a
Swiss international school, where he
plays on the team, but insists on con-
tinuing with local football. The same
goes for many others. “I like playing
with the local team,” said Benji, a 12-
year-old Irish-German boy. “It helps my
French, particularly the argot (slang).
And it keeps me in touch with my
French friends” Russell admits that
sticking with the local teams can be a
struggle, particularly if the children
don't speak French. “There are more
international kids in the Swiss clubs,
but that can lead to cliques,” she said.
“My son played on a (French) team
where the trainer fined the kids for
speaking English because he felt
strongly that they needed to speak one
language ifthey were to play as a team.”

On both sides of the border, how-
ever, football is easier for boys than for
girls. During the early years, most
teams seem to have atleasttwo or three
girls playing with the boys. But from 11
onwards, the girls get fed up with being
different. German-speaking
Switzerland has more girls’ teams than
its  French-speaking counterpart.
Cessy-Gex had a girls’ team but not
enough players. As a result, Russell’s
daughter and two friends transferred
to a Swiss girls” team in Collex-Bossy.
Two of the girls, one English, the other
French, now play for the canton of
Geneva and take part in Swiss national
competitions.

Edward Girardet
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' about Switzerland before

Know-it-all_

coming here. We did not get
this one until after we were here
for about a month, and [ wish we
had it before, as it would have
made the first few weeks a lot
easier for us. 99

. ;, MARTIN & WOOD-+ NELS CLINE - SALIF KEITA
MARC RIBOT - VALERIE JUNE - CODY CHESNUTT - JOE BEL
DAVID MURRAY & SAUL WILLIAMS - ROBERT GLASPER
RANDY WESTON & BILLY HARPER - IYEOKA - GASANDJI
RUTHIE FOSTER - OLIVIA PEDROLI - LEO TARDIN...

Le News photo competition

Le News is offering a Payot book token worth
CHF 20 and the chance to be published to the

photographer who submits the best photo and
caption on the subject of:

“On the wild side”
Email your entry to
competition@lenews.ch
by 8 April 2014.

Congratulations to Zoran Glavnik,
winner of last week’s photo competition
"Intelligence”.

Gracking up

Keep it real

hings have been alittle dullin my
Tfamily since the snow melted

and we put away our skis, so I'm
going to suggest that we have a season
of Reality TV competitions to see us
through to the summer holidays.

We'll kick off with a few episodes of
This Family’s Got Talent, just to warm
us up. My money is on the seven-year-
old. She’s been belting out “Let it Go”
from Frozen every afternoon for over a
month now, and I think she’ll blow the
judges away. Literally. She has quite a
setoflungs, for asmall girl. Her little sis-
ter can only get through the first two
lines of “Inand Out the Dusty Bluebells”
before losing interest, so the only real
competition is going to come from my
husband, who'll be demonstrating his
amazing sitting skills: after months of
practice, he can watch three rugby
gamesinarow,and not move amuscle.

After that, we'll move into a short

b e - TR T, L TR ., ST L

round of MasterChef. My husband and
I will each be presented with a tin of
borlotti beans, some wilted broccoli,
two apples and a stock cube, and
tasked with making a delicious three-
course meal. The children will judge,
and I can tell you now that whoever is
stupid enough to actually use that
broccoli is going to lose. (I think I have
an excellent chance of winning this one
because it’s a challenge I face at least
twice a month, when I've been too lazy
to go grocery shopping.)

This should get us to the Easter
holidays and the thrilling Survivor
Switzerland. The children and I will be
stranded at home for 14 days, most
likelyin torrential rainstorms. My strat-
egyis to get myselfvoted off Hell Island
early, then retire to my bedroom with a
pile of books. Only when things down-
stairs are threatening to head towards
a Lord of the Flies scenario will I

emerge, bribe everyone with sweets
and declare myselfthe winner.

After the holidays we'll enjoy an
exciting double bill: The Great Bake Off
and Fear Factor. In the first round the
children will compete to bake the most
original cake. Past entries have
included the Cake Made of Nothing But
Six Eggs and Balsamic Vinegar; and my
personal favourite, the Unbaked Sugar
and Milk Cake With a Carrot in the
Middle. In round two, the judges try to
taste each entrywithoutretching.

Then well be running the ever-

popular Big Brother, Parents, Cousins
and Friends over the first half of the
summer holiday. In previous years
we've had up to ten people spending a
week together, sharing only two show-
ers and one washing machine.
Housemates will be given a number of
challenges, such as getting six giant
duvets into six duvet covers without
breaking down in tears; inflating air
mattresses while small children jump
up and down on them; and getting my
mother’s 50 kilo suitcase up a flight of
stairs without swearing.

And at the end of this thrilling
week, any housemates left standing
will cram themselves into two cars and
head off for an episode of The Amazing
Race: Tuscany, armed with only their
swimsuits and a GPS that doesn’t rec-
ognize Italy. Exciting times ahead, so
stay tuned!

Robyn Goss blogs at www.robyngoss.com
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Saleve cable car back in business

GENEVA One of Geneva’'s most
popular tourist attractions —
taking the cable car to the top
of the Saléve for a panoramic
view of the Jet d'Eau — reopens
on 5 April after a shutdown of
three months to overhaul its
cable system.

The two cable cars, which each carry 60
passengers, are the same as before.
Upgraded in 1983, they replaced the
cars that were originally installed in
1932. “The old cable cars are in excel-
lent condition, even technically;” said
Patrick Roxo of the system’s operator
RATP Development. “It was the huge
cables that needed changing. And they
were very expensive — three million
euros.”

Last year, the ascent to the top of the
Saleve, at 1,100 meters, attracted some
200,000 passengers, some to enjoy a
picnic at the top, others to dine at the
I'Horizon restaurant which, despite its
1930s décor, opened only five years ago.

HER * % % %

It had to come, this computerized
love story. And it is quite enchanting —
there is so much in this delicate film.
The writing, by director Spike Jonze
of Being John Malkovitch and Where
the Wild Things Are, which is both
light and deep. The scenario took the
Oscar and Golden Globes for original
screenplay and is the kind that makes
you want to scribble down the words
that work so well: “Love is socially
accepted insanity”, “I thought I've felt
everything I'm ever going to feel...”,
“The past is just a story we tell oursel-
ves...”  Then there is the tender por-
trayal of Joaquin Phcenix as the loner
who falls for this OS — operating sys-
tem - an entity in his ear, melodiously
voiced by Scarlett Johansson. She
whispers phrases like “things that |
want hurt — are they just program-
med..?”  The music is haunting and
the views of a modern city, which

Reopening on 5 April after a 3 month and EUR 3 million overhaul.

Roxo said that the joint venture
between France’s RATP and Geneva’s
TPG (Transport Public Genevois)
expects the number of users to grow by
18% this year. Locals on both sides of
the border are justifiably proud of the
téléphérique, which 80 years ago

could be anywhere, (stay for the cre-
dits to find out where it is) are moody

and beautiful. It's innovative, bewil-
dering and yet so recognizable, forit's
all about our innermost feelings and
longings — possibly the ultimate nar-
cissism. This is a film to discover, to
savour and not to miss.

Lerating * = Lukewarm * * = Average

replaced a cogwheel train built in 1890
that took two hours to make the trip
from Geneva. Now passengers can
make the same trip in five minutes.

Pamela Taylor

PUPPYLOVE and PELO
MALO

Just a warning — try to MISS these two
terribly mediocre and depraved (the
first) and depressing (the second)
films. The title of Puppylove
(Swiss/Belguim  film) might sound
sweet and tempting — don't fall for it.
It is the worst kind of “modern” social
commentary — free sex, complete

JUST THE
TICKET

A new website under construction
in French and English will have a
24-hour webcam and a smart-
phone app to purchase tickets
online (Wwww.telepherique-
saleve.com). During the summer,
the service runs every few minutes,
seven days a week; the winter
service is less frequent. Tickets can
be bought in either euros or Swiss
francs and are free for TPG pass
holders. Fares have increased only
slightly, according to Patrick Roxo.
“It used to be €10.80 (CHF 13.15)
for one adult and now costs €11.30
round trip (CHF 13.75) with a
special rate for families of €6.30
(CHF 7.67) per person, including
children over three.”

FILM REVIEWS

carelessness (je m'en foutisme) and
stupidity all around. Here's a vision of
the utter lack of self-respect which
seems prevalent among some of
today’s youth. Pelo Malo (Bad Hair),
from Venezuela, is an awfully sad por-
trait of an unloved child (the excellent
Samuel Lange Zambrano). These films
will make you feel dirty and misera-
ble. It's your choice.

* % % = Very watchable

* % % * = Excellent
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Holistic health practitioners

Try us, you will feel INCREDIBLE.

Pain, illness, or just in need of rebalancing?
We provide acupuncture, naturopathy and
shiatsu in the heart of tranquil Lutry, just a
stone’s throw from Lausanne.

For more information: www.espacelutry.ch

Access Energetic Facelift

This facial is a wonderful way to rejuvenate
the face and reverse the appearance of
aging; the technique can create similar
effects throughout the body. Spend 90
minutes in a non-invasive, economical,
totally blissful, light-energetic-touch session
that feels amazing. For reservations:
+4179 276 00 21, access@innova-sa.ch,
www.susannasoderstrom.
accessconsciousness.com

Vegetables, fruits and berries

Increase your health and your finances by
taking full advantage of what nature offers
you.Christel ALBERT 079 933 79 88

L'EDUCATION

High level french tutoring & high level
quitar & music lessons. Specialized in ear
training and oral communication.

Contact: girard444@gmail.com

Learn French Fast Online

Very popular award winning online course.
Quick and easy way to learn French. Get
results fast. From just 4.95€. All levels.
Smart device compatible. Start learning
French today - www.myfrench.ch

English Speaking Counsellor / You-
thworker

Counselling and Youth Work provides
professional counselling & welfare support
tailored to the needs of English-speaking
individuals & groups living in the greater
Geneva area. Therapies provided, but not
limited to Gestalt, Cognitive Behavioral,
Person-centered & Family, both online &
face-to-face. We also provide: Debriefing
for professionals, tutoring & homework
help, self-esteem building, dealing with
addictions, special needs assistance, mental
health concerns. Contact: Mariann Parker
+33(0) 684 137 739

Geneva area, France, Switzerland

Impress your boss with your writing
Writing effectively is easier said than done.
But learning the techniques will help you
be clear and to the point in your written
communication. EditOr Proof can help you
sharpen your writing skills in English. Check
out our Effective Writing lessons.

Fabienne Stassen 079 870 38 13
info@EditOrProof.net.
www.EditOrProof.net

YOUR REUNIONS AT BOOKAFE

Hold your family reunion, worship, birthday,
or business event at the Bookafé - Rue de
Montbrillant 84-90, 1202 Genéve.

Flexible function room accommodates 50
people. 1 hour — CHF 40, 2 hours — CHF 75,
3 hours — CHF 100. To reserve, phone +41(0)
022 733 30 32/+41(0)78 760 73 15
www.bookafe.ch

LES POSITIONS VACANT

Home help wanted

Girl Friday required, large house, West
Lausanne. Part of team. £500/week.

Beate Keisa +44.752.844.1672

JEWELRY AND WATCHMAKING

LAGE 1002 § UAge d'Or, in the
toviegere paomene | Neart  of Vevey -
PAESIOLEMARS © Modern as well as

Homane  timeless jewelry and
Fb O 921 181D H
el watches. . anllty

weasgacn - CUStOMeEr service in

English and in French, and an in-house
service centre for jewelry, watch and clock
repairs and alterations. Horlogerie-Bijouterie
L'Age d'Or-Vevey. +41(0)21 921 18 13
www.agedor.ch

Videographer

English speaking pro VIDEOGRAPHER for
interviews, seminars, conferences, video
optimized for the web, online training
solutions, TV ads, theater plays and more.
Rates and show reel at www.cartesius.tv -
Contact John Mallidis +41(0)79.524.29.80

OMNI Hypnosis Training Center
Business coaching and hypnosis
Powerful tools for change, coaching,
Training Hypnosis. Contact Luc Python
079 355 45 89, Fribourg

Nurse required

West Lausanne. SRN / SEN preferred, but
will consider others. £800/week.

Beate Keisa +44.752.844.1672

Doctor wanted

Full time, willl train you to eradicate cancer
using ultrasonography, and later set you up
in your own clinic. West Lausanne.

Beate Keisa +44.752.844.1672

LE WANT TO SELL STUFF

Membership in Lavaux Golf Club

Selling a membership share in Lavaux Golf
Club for CHF 5’000 (discounted from CHF
8'000). Contact Nick Galtos 079 620 72 93

BASIX Drum Kit for sale

Bass Drum. Floor Tom. Two Toms.

Snare Drum. High-Hat. Crash Cymbal. Ride
Cymbal. Stool, Music Stand, Drumsticks,
Cymbal Travel Case and Drum-head. Tuner
included. CHF 700.

Jonathan Barzdo 079 419 61 68, Trélex

Trisa steam cooker for sale

Trisa brand steam countertop cooker

for sale, barely used, with all accessories
included. 1000 w, 22 L capacity, dimen-
sions 454W, 403D, 293H. Best offer around
CHF 100. Tom 079 754 65 31 Geneva

Media Coaching with Tony Johnston
Communicate your corporate message
clearly, concisely and with confidence. WRS
Presenter, Tony Johnston has 27yrs TV &
radio experience. Learn the tricks of the
trade and make your next media interview,
the best you've ever given! For personal
media coaching - www.tonyjohnston.tv

or 0789246670

LE MOTOR SELL

Motorbike for sale:

Yamaha Fazer 600 cc - Silver - 30,500
km.1st registered May 2008, expertise in
Dec 2011. Price: CHF 1,950.

Tel 021 323 9828
lan@scotskirklausanne.ch

Mini Cooper for sale - Great little car
Electric Blue Mini Cooper 2006, Manual
1.6l Black Interior, 93,000km, CHF 9,900
Winter+Summer Tyres, Rear Parking
Detectors certificate Service des Automo-
biles until Sep16.Contact: Howard Taylor,
Geneva 079 799 34 28
howard.taylor@hotmail.co.uk

Roche VD Apartment for rent

4.5 room apartment,116m?,top floor,open
view balcony,fully equipped kitchen open
into large dining living area 3 bedrooms
main with ensuite including bathtub, second
bathroom with shower. Lift, cellar. Available
end March or negotiable, Monthly rent:
CHF2140 all inclusive. Call 079 200 57 25

Nyon Flat for rent

3 bedrooms flat in new building. Monthly
rent: CHF 3180 net. 4 rooms with hall
and large cabinets, fully equipped kitchen
open on the living room, 3 bedrooms, 1
bathroom-wc, 1 shower room-wc, 17sgm
large balcony with view of lake and Mont-
Blanc, 1 cellar, 1 interior parking space, 1
equipped laundry. Monthly charge

CHF 220. Parking CHF 150/month.
http://www.immoscout24.ch/3141973
Tel: 079 213 48 88

For sale in Crans-pres-celigny VD
Charming semi detached villa. 250m? living
space, extremely well maintained. 4-5 be-
drooms, large and bright living and dining
room with fire place, high standard fully
equipped kitchen. 1436 m? of an even level
piece of land with a swimming pool and
an equipped pool house. A closed double
garage and 4 outdoors parking spaces
are also part of this lovely property. CHF
2'850'000.00.

079 471 71 86. rgn@transaxia.ch

¥

“Thanks! | had the
most enquiries

for my flat via Le News —
And I rented it!”,
Jackie

LE MEET

Anyone fancy drinks out / dinner out
Dinner and drinks at our place in West
Lausanne?

Beate Keisa +44.752.844.1672

Readers are asked to note that Le News cannot accept responsibility for the quality, safe delivery or operation of any products or services advertised or mentioned in this newspaper. Responsible precautions are taken before
advertisements are accepted but such acceptance does not imply any form of approval or recommendation. Advertisements or other material are accepted subject to the approval of the publisher and its terms and conditions. The
publisher will accept an advertisement or other only on the condition that the advertiser warrants that such advertisement does not infringe copyright or contravene the provisions of the trade descriptions legislation. All copy is
subject to the approval of the publisher, who reserves the right to refuse, amend, withdraw or otherwise deal with advertisements submitted to it at its absolute discretion and without explanation. All advertisements must comply
with the Swiss Code of Advertising Practice. Mail order advertisers are required to state in advertisements to the public the true surname or company name, together with the address from which the business is managed.
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Morges. Arvinis World Wide
Fair

Wed-Fri: 16h00-22h00

Sat: 11h00-22h00

Sun: 11h00-20h00

International fair for wine lovers
held in the atmospheric setting of
the CFF halls. Entry ticket includes a
tasting glass and the chance to
savour more than 2,500 wines from
almost 150 exhibitors. You can also
order wine for delivery to your home
(but may not take wine home from
the fair). Featuring the wines of
Bergerac as 2014 guest of honour.
Tickets CHF 30.

CFF Halls
Opposite Morges railway platforms
www.arvinis.ch

Les Diablerets. Surf Over

5 April

Don't miss this amazing experience!
The goal is to cross an artificial
swimming pool on skis or
snowboard. Fun and laughs
guaranteed!

www.diablerets.ch

Cully Jazz Festival

4-12 April

Nine days of total immersion in the
world of jazz.

In a stunning location on Lake
Léman, the IN program features 30
concerts in 3 venues — check

the website for full details and
booking information. The OFF
program offers 70 free concert

sin Cully’s wine cellars. Open till
late!

Public transport recommended —
trains take 8 minutes from both
Lausanne and Vevey —and you can
catch the PostBus home.

Various venues in Cully
www.cullyjazz.ch
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Canton Vaud. Journées
Européennes des Métiers
d’'Art

Various locations, from Lutry to
Chateau d'Oex.

Enjoy a weekend dedicated to
craftsmanship in the canton of
Vaud. Visit 26 local artisans in their
workshops where they will
demonstrate and explain the finer
details of their art, from stone and
metal work to paper, lace making
and musi cal boxes. See the website
for details and times; it is essential to
sign up (click on the big purple dot
on each artist's page). French
necessary for maximum enjoyment.
www.journeesdesmetiersdart-
vaud.ch

Lausanne. Opération Bus
d’Or: découvrez l'univers
des tl

5 April, 9h00-16h00

Drive a Lausanne bus — with the help
of a trained driver! Watch 12
Lausanne bus drivers go

through their paces — timed slalom,
precision braking and tight curves.

A fun day out for all the family, with
information stands and various att
ractions. You can also enjoy a
reasonably priced brunch.

Place de Bellerive, Ouchy

i:d

Geneva. Echo Danses
Festival

Doors open 19h, performance starts
20h30; workshops at various times
in afternoon and early evening. The
aim of this festival is to create a
bridge between contemporary
dance forms from Africa and
Europe. Performances each day and
"Café Concerts” after the show. Also
workshops on African dance led by
well-known dancers. Check the
festival's Facebook page for the full
programme and details of how to
sign up for worksho ps.

Salle Centrale Madeleine — SCM

rue de la Madeleine 10

1204 Geneva

www.sallecentrale.ch

Morges. Potterz among
Tulips

12-13 April, 9h00-18h00

More than 80 potters will be
displaying their wares against the
backdrop of more than 120,000
bulbs of 380 different varieties of
tulips.

Covering an area of 30,000 square
metres, the Tulip Festival is a real
harbinger of spring. Continues until
11 May, with various special events.

Parc de I'ilndépendance, On the lake
shore, near the Chateau

Lausanne. 20 Km de
Lausanne

26 April- sign up by13 April

Join more than 3,500 runners in the
Vaud capital’s signature race,
starting along the lake and

running up — with the emphasis on
up - to the Old Town and back. If
you're feeling less energetic, opt for
the 10km or a 2 or 4km fun run
(“courir pour le plaisir”). Kids of 5
and up can also enter over the
shorter distances. Sign up

online before 13 April!

Pierre de Coubertin Stadium and
Juan-Antonio Samaranch Stadium
Vidy

Lausanne

www.20km.ch

Countrywide. Cirque
Starlight: New Show
“Octavius”

14 March- 20 July, 14h00, 18h00,
20h00

Welcome aboard the imaginary ship
Octavius which lost its way in the
Arctic for 13 years.

This original and magical show by
the dynamic Jurassian circus
company features 15
international artists trained in the
best-known circus schools around
the world. You can see itin 30
communes in several cantons,
including Geneva (4-21 April) and
Neuchatel (23 & 25-27 April).

See website for details.
www.cirquestarlight.ch

Nyon. Conquillages &
Crustacés: That's All Funk

12 April, 22h00-04h00

Another in the popular series of
"“Coquillages & Crustacées” themed
dance evenings with resident DJs.
Held down by the lake at the Usine a
Gaz, Nyon's official permanent
cultural and music venue (and it was
once a “gas factory”).

Tickets CHF 5.

Usine a Gaz

César Soulie 1
1269 Nyon
www.usineagaz.ch

itated, never matched
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THE SWISS RELOC

¢ Home Search
e Education
‘o Immigration
'rggérty Management

Personalized packages

W
. #ForPeopleOnTheMove

Need assistance to settle in
Switzerland or relocate ?

Call us at 022 849 1020

www.genevarelocation.net

or visit us at

MEYARELOCATIDN
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Puzzles

QUICK CROSSWORDI

ACROSS DOWN
7 Gilbert and Ellice are now 1 Unusually great in size (4)
independent (6) 2 Two hinged signs (8,5)
8 Wrist decoration (6) 3 Hurried action (7)
9 Rip(4) 4 Of a very dark black (5)
10 Let us be clear, it is soup (8) 5 Lacking regard (13)
11 Exhibiting actinism (7) 6 A flaming torch (8)
13 Mix of an acid and an alcohol (5) 12 Attendant at court (8)
15 Aggressive ambition (5) 14 Paper plant (7)
16 Asmall amount (7) 17 Long plumed stalker (5)
18 With strength (8) 20 Land force (4)
19 Hollering (4)
21 Aspecificidentifiable position in a
series (6)
22 In or of the month preceding the
present one (6)

Last week’s solution

]
L=l

ol il s CODEWORDSI
20
Each letter has been replaced by the same number throughout the puzzle. Simply decide which letter is

4 g represented by which number and complete the puzzle. To start off we're given you the first three letters.

ET] 1]2 7lajgjioj11]1z2]13

L
% |5 14| 15 20(21)22|23]|2a 25|26
P 1

SUDOKU]|

P

~J

w

Easy

Enter numbers into the blank
spaces so that each row,
column and 3x3 box contains
the numbers 1to0 9.

Winl

Sudoku: Send us the three numbers in the shaded squares for a chance to win CHF 10.00.
The first correct answer drawn next Monday will win. Email: prizes@Ilenews.ch
Codeword: Send us the three letters in the shaded squares for a chance to win CHF 10.00.
The first correct answer drawn next Monday will win. Email: prizes@lenews.ch

What's On

Paléo Festival. Music and

open air cool

Enjoy a unique blend of concert and
carnival at Switzerland’s largest open-
air festival.This year’s Paléo Festival
runs from 22 to 27 July, with its six spe-
cially designed stages hosting a huge
line-up of established stars and new
talent.

From small beginnings in 1976,
when an audience of some 1,800 people
attended the “First Folk Festival” in the
town assembly rooms in Nyon, Paléo
has become one of Europe’s most
important musical events. Since 1990,
Paleo Festival has been installed at
I'Asse, a meadowland site of more than
15hectar es situated to the north of the
town of Nyon.

Each year, more than 250 concerts
and shows are on offer to the 230,000
members of the public who fill the out-
door stages and covered tents. The fes-
tival enables new artists and less well-
known musical styles to reach a
receptive audience. Atthe same time it
offers arange of different shows includ-
ing World Music and circus and street-
performance.

The Main Stage and Les Arches fea-
ture large-scale performances; The

Domeis dedicated to World Music; The
Detour to urban music ; The Club Tent
to emerging artists; and La Ruche to
circus and street performers.

The Paléo site is an extraordinary
global village run by 4,600 volunteers
whose presence contributes massively
to the event’s character. To ensure opti-
mum viewing and listening quality, the
Festival has, since 1996, limited ticket
sales; it currently permits 35,000 spec-
tators per day.

Tickets will be available from 9
April at 12h00, so it is essential to rush
and get them. A good tip is to register
online in advance and make sure you
have all your log-in details to hand, as
the tickets fly!

Cristina Odero
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Weather
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SNOW REPORT - ON THE SLOPES

Verbier 272cm  Crans Montana 247 cm  Les Rousses 150cm
Villars 120 em  Chateau d'Oex 55em  Chamonix 25 em

204cm  Les Crosets 160em  Morzine 260 cm

L
The ski & snow report is sponsored by
mountain radio
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